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Student SERVE Team Helps Guiding Light Mission prepare for Art Prize
Students from across North America have spent the week at Guiding Light Mission, painting parts of the facility in preparation for Art Prize at Guiding Light Mission. 
The students, who are part of Youth Unlimited’s national SERVE program, are being hosted by Friendship Christian Reformed Church. Youth Unlimited challenges youth through service opportunities and worship, to grow in their faith and discover how they can make a difference in the world. 
Their time at Guiding Light Mission was coordinated by an alumni of the Guiding Light Mission START Program, Todd Yonkers, who also attends Friendship CRC.
“Tim Kuperus, the youth minister at Friendship CRC, came for my graduation earlier this year,” said Yonkers. “While he was here he asked if there would be any ways to involve the youth in volunteerism. I was more than happy to help set that up and give them the chance to have a great experience here like I did. I have loved being here with them.”

Yonkers graduated the substance abuse and life recovery program, START, in the spring of 2010. He has since continued mentoring men in the program at Guiding Light Mission, and has even welcomed a homeless program graduate into his home.  

The SERVE Team spent their days painting the facility at Guiding Light Mission in preparation for Art Prize at Guiding Light Mission. The Mission is proud to be hosting artists from within the Heartside community, as well as Mission volunteers, friends and supporters from afar, in displaying powerful works of art depicting their life experiences. 

Guiding Light Mission is in collaboration with the Heartside Ministries Art Program to display the works of Heartside residents, many of who suffer from mental illness, homelessness or substance dependency. 

“The Art Prize exhibit at Guiding Light Mission will shine a new light on the issues that we are faced with as a service provider to the homeless and substance dependent,” said Stuart Ray, executive director of Guiding Light Mission. “We work diligently to understand the needs of our patrons, but never before have we had their struggles communicated to us through art. This will be a very unique glimpse for the community into the lives of our neighbors in Heartside.” 

The Guiding Light Mission Art Prize exhibit will be on display from September 22---October 10. To follow updates from the artists and Guiding Light Mission, visit the Facebook page: Guiding Light Mission – Art Prize 2010. 

About Guiding Light Mission
Guiding Light Mission provides day shelter and meals to anyone in the community in need. An average of 8,000 meals per month is served to men, women and children at Guiding Light Mission and nearly 12,500 pounds of food is distributed to local charities and emergency food basket providers. Guiding Light Mission provides emergency overnight shelter for upwards of 68 men nightly, and offers a Christian based, residential substance abuse and life recovery program known as START (Spiritual Truth And Recovery Training). The Mission is funded entirely by private donations and relies extensively on volunteers. 
For more information about Guiding Light Mission, please visit www.lifeonthestreet.org.  Follow Guiding Light Mission updates on Facebook at Life on the Street. 
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